Beeleigh Abbey
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Beeleigh Abbey was founded in 1180 A.D.  for the White Canons and comprised a church, cloister and outbuildings, typical of monastic foundations of that period.
In 1540, Henry VIII granted the abbey and lands to Sir John Gate, Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster.  Sir John was executed on 22nd August 1553 for his support of Lady Jane Grey. However, that was not the end of him – Sir John still visits his old home during August and has been known to lie down on his bed.
Various additions and alterations were made in 16th century and 17th century including the insertion of fireplaces, windows, doorways. The major post-dissolution addition is at the south end of the former east range of the cloisters. This is timber-framed and was probably added soon after the Dissolution, incorporating part of the former Reredorter. On the west front the timber- frame is filled with horizontal and herring-bone brick-nogging. 16th century windows, doorways, fireplaces survive. A door is made of 17th century panelling. There are two plain 17th century roof trusses on the second floor. 
By the 18th century, the buildings had been reduced in size with only part of the rectory, outbuildings and a barn remaining – all being used as a farmhouse. 
In 2000, a restoration programme was put in place to modernise and provide much needed structural repairs. The first step of the project was an initial assessment of the historical development and building fabrics to ensure that its unique character was not compromised in the course of the works. In fact, the project received a RICS building conservation award in October 2008.
The abbey is now a private home not open to the public.
