Hedingham Castle
Aubrey de Vere was one of William the Conqueror's most favoured knights. After the Battle of Hastings (1066) he was given land in many counties including Essex and Middlesex. 
The de Veres made their home at Hedingham in Essex where they built a castle c.1130. However, it was Aubrey II who really put the village on the map by extending the castle with a huge keep (a stronghold in the shape of a square tower) c.1141. The Archbishop of Canterbury, William de Corbeuil, was his architect. It is assumed that Aubrey started it in 1141 because he was created Earl of Oxford that year, and constructing a new castle would have been an appropriate way for him to celebrate his new status. It probably cost him about £1,500 and took between five and ten years to complete.
The impressive Norman keep is 110 feet high with four floors:
· A basement beneath the forebuilding - used as a dungeon.
· Ground level - used for storing food and weapons. 
· The first floor - where the everyday business of the castle would have been conducted by the constable in charge of the castle during the lord's absence.
· The second floor - this contains the Great Hall. Here Aubrey de Vere would have dined in style and been entertained by poets and musicians. It is almost twice the height of the other floors, and is lit by a minstrel's gallery that runs around the top of the walls. The hall's most spectacular feature is the great arch which spans the entire width of the room. At 8.4m (28ft) across, this is [one of?] the biggest Norman arches in England.
The walls of the castle are 12 feet thick at the base, narrowing 10ft (3m) at the top. 
Hedingham is finished all over in an expensive stone called Barnack stone, quarried in Northamptonshire and almost certainly transported to the site by ship. This would have involved a lengthy journey all the way round the coast of East Anglia and up the River Colne, but would still be much cheaper and easier than transporting hundreds of tonnes of stone overland.
Access to the keep is via an entrance on the first floor that was once protected by a forebuilding which has since disappeared, although it is still possible to see where it once joined the tower. The forebuilding would have provided an entrance chamber on the first floor with a chapel above. 

The immensely rich and powerful de Veres were one of the most important medieval families who, as Lord Great Chamberlains, gave loyal service and military leadership to their kings and queens for over 500 years. The castle was successfully besieged twice in the early 13th century, first by King John in 1216 and then by the Dauphin of France in 1217. Hedingham had many royal visitors including Henry VII, Henry VIII and Elizabeth I.
Aubrey III was created Ist Earl of Oxford by Queen Matilda and the castle remained the stronghold of the de Veres for 550 years and is still owned by a descendant. 
Many improvements were made to the castle during the Tudor period but none of these buildings now stand, and the Norman keep is all that remains of the castle, standing alone in the grounds of a mansion house built in the early 18th century. Hedingham has the best-preserved interior of any 12th-century keep.
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