


Hadleigh Castle
Hadleigh Castle was built by Hubert de Burgh, in 1231. De Burgh acted as regent when Henry III came to the throne at the age of nine in 1216. However, he later fell out of favour, was arrested and is estates, including Hadleigh Castle were confiscated.
The castle was extended c.1350 by Edward III. He built two new towers on the eastern side of the octagonal bailey and moved the main entrance to the north-west, where it was protected by a defensive barbican. The living quarters, including a hall, solar, kitchens and king’s chamber were at the western side of the castle.
 It became the custom for Hadleigh to be granted to a tenant for life, reverting to the king on their death. Often the tenants wer the king’s consorts – most notably three wives of Henry VIII: Catherine of Aragon, Anne of Cleves and Catherine Parr.
In 1551, Edward VI sold the property to Richard, Lord Rich, who allowed the stone to be taken away for building projects elsewhere. 
In 1891 the site was purchased by the Salvation Army as part of their farm colony.
Eventually, it became the property of the Ministry of Works in 1948 and is now in the care of English Heritage.
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